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and the secreting epithelium showed cloudy swelling and 
some fatty degeneration. In neither case was it possible 
to see a micro-organism or microphyte. 

The three generally recognized conditions as associ¬ 
ated with the development of beri-beri are: i. Defective 
dietary. 2. The presence of decaying matter, especially 
vegetable. 3. Dry and hot weather. J. C. 

THYROID GRAFTING. 

In the May number of the “ Edinburgh Medical Jour¬ 
nal,” Macpherson reports a case of myxoedema treated 
by thyroid grafting. The patient had been under obser¬ 
vation for about eighteen months, and had suffered from 
symptoms pointing to the disease for upward of four 
years. 

The results of the operation were as follows: 

1. Within twelve hours there was such a marked 
mental improvement in the patient as to be noticeable by 
every person who came in contact with her. She became 
talkative, cheerful, answered questions readily, and the 
mental reflex which was formerly so slow, became altered 
and quickened. Her intelligence and spontaneity mark¬ 
edly increased. Her speech, however, remained slow and 
drawling. 

2. The average daily temperature for seven days after 
the operation was 99 0 , and for nineteen days after 98.9°. 

3. The average daily quantity of urine passed for 
nineteen days after the operation was 41 ounces. 

4. The fear at night, the melancholia, and the delu¬ 
sions disappeared on the day following the operation 
and have not since returned. 

5. The vertical headache, which had been more or 
less persistent for three years, has not since been present. 

6. The anaemic condition has been removed. 

7. The skin is now softer; smoother, and the hair not 
so dry. 

•8. The quantity of urine passed has increased to aver¬ 
age 52 ounces per diem. 

9. Menstruation, which had for three years been 
irregular, is now regular, and of three days’ duration. 

In conclusion he does not claim that the operation 
has removed the myxoedematous condition, but it has 
relieved the symptoms, and he believes that this alleviation 
will continue. The author is of the opinion, also, that 
the almost instantaneous relief of some of the prominent 
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symptoms, was due to the absorption of the secretion of 
the thyroid gland and the beneficial results continued on 
account of the vascularization of the gland tissue after 
the grafting. 

Pertaining to the surgical technique he gives the fol¬ 
lowing hints: 

1. That the method of slaughtering sheep makes it 
extremely difficult to remove the gland with ordinary 
cleanlinesss, to say nothing of absolute sepsis. 

2. That bleeding the animal to death necessarily 
depletes the vessels of the -thyroid gland to such an 
extent as to make it doubtful whether vascular connec¬ 
tions can ever take place in the humam body. 

3. On account of the redundancy of fat in the infra¬ 

mammary region, I do not consider it a suitable part of 
the body for grafting tissue like the thyroid gland. I 
think a more vascular, more muscular locality should be 
selected. J. C. 

PARALYSIS AGITANS IN A GIRL SIXTEEN 
YEARS OLD. 

Quintard has recently described an attack of paralysis 
agitans occurring in a young girl sixteen years of age, 
the trembling having been present for upward of two 
years and limited entirely to the right hand. At one 
time it disappeared without leaving any trace, but re¬ 
turned in two months and involving not alone the same 
hand, but the arm and shoulder, and later on the trem¬ 
bling attacked the lower extremity on the same side. 
No apparent cause could be found for the manifestation 
of the symptoms. 

The disease was characterized by movements occur¬ 
ring from thirty to forty times per minute, the move¬ 
ments being intentional in character, insomuch as the 
shoulders are raised disdainfully and the position of the 
elbows denote an attitude of unpleasantness, etc. The 
, movements, short and rapid, are generally successive, 
and are augmented after fatigue, motion and anger, but 
are never painful. They cannot be voluntarily inhibited, 
but a muscular effort modifies them considerably. 

Quintard discusses very completely the differential 
diagnosis of the affection, and asserts that the case was 
was one of paralysis agitans in spite of the youth of the_ 
patient, and some other irregularities in the course and’ 
development of the disease. The case is not unique, 



